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adopted a resolution strongly condemning the rapid in. 
crease of expenditure on armaments, to the exce-sive 
growth of which the present financial difficulties of the 
German Empire were due. 

. . . That Mr. Taft has accepted to the full the " Big 
Stick" policy of President Roosevelt, and means, if 
elected, to try to carry it to the highest point of ,: progress," 
he made perfectly clear in his speech at Brooklyn on 
October 26. The one thought he wished to impress, he 
said, was that by the increase of the navy and army 
President Roosevelt has been enabled to exercise a 
greater influence for peace than any world ruler hereto- 
fore. " Therefore" he continued, " we should progress 
to the point where no matter in what part of the world 
an American citizen may be found, his certificate of 
citizenship shall be all that is required to insure his re- 
spect and good treatment. Nothing, if I am elected 
President, will give me greater pleasure than to devise 
ways and means to make the American passport respected 
the world over." The President a " ruler ! " Where in 
our history was not the American passport respected the 
world over? This is all very humiliating doctrine for 
the opening of the twentieth century. 



The Palace of Peace at The Hague. 

BY PHILIP STAFFORD MOXOM. 

Cheer up, my heart, the better day is dawning, 
The better day of which thou dreamedst long, 

When, on the god of war no longer fawning, 
Mankind shall sweep away the ancient wrong. 

The land which Alva's hordes once desolated, 
Where Dutchmen checked the power of haughty Spain, 

Where faith and love of freedom new -created 
The shrines which war had leveled to the plain, 

Has now become the holy place of meeting 
Of messengers of good from many lands, 

And East and West engage, with friendly greeting, 
In weaving strong world-wide fraternal bands. 

Where sabers flashed and belching cannon thundered 

Is heard the music of the builders' toil, 
And near the field where Gaul's great captain blundered 

The shrine of Peace now rises from the soil. 

Not to sweet notes evoked by bright Apollo, 
Nor Orpheus' lyre, these sacred walls arise, 

But rhythmic heart-beats of the world they follow 
By light of love-gleams in the nations' eyes. 

The level fields of Holland, water-cinctured, 
Sublimer grow than templed hills of Kome, 

And lovelier than Athens, glory-tinctured, 
The Hague becomes benignant Justice's home. 

Here sovran Law shall dim War's ancient splendor, 
Bebuking with strong truth the nations' wrath ; 

Here Peace, with gracious mien aDd accents tender, 
Shall lead them onward in her fruitful path. 

Then sing, my heart; the glorious day draws nearer, 
When strife no more with blood shall drench the earth, 

And, each to all and all to each grown dearer, 
The peoples, glad, shall thrive in wealth and worth. 

Springfield, Mass. — From the Independent 



Reaction in South America. 

BY EDWIN D. MEAD. 

No news could have been more unexpected, and to 
workers for international progress sadder or more dis- 
couraging, than the news from Brazil that this great 
republic of the south, which had heretofore kept itself 
almost wholly free from militarism and the navy craze, 
had caught the current contagion and proposed to join 
the multitude in the mad naval rivalry. 

It is said that the republic has already placed orders 
for thirty warships— four Dreadnoughts and twenty-six 
cruisers and torpedo boats. Brazil, it is frankly con- 
ceded, and it is perfectly apparent to everybody, is not 
in the slightest danger ; she is not threatened with attack 
from any source ; but she is going into a showy and pre- 
tentious naval policy seemingly for the sheer indulgence 
of national pride, because she thinks she can afford the 
luxury. 

Senor Alves, ex- President of Brazil, and twice Minister 
of Finance of that government, is credited with the frank 
declaration that "Brazil concluded that she had the 
money, and therefore could undertake this program." 

The program is not one decided upon yesterday nor 
the day before ; it has been developing for a considerable 
time, and the chief orders were placed with English 
builders many months ago. But little has been said 
about it, and the attention of the general public has been 
lately drawn to the ambitious and lamentable scheme 
chiefly by the scaremongers, who, sharply watching its 
execution, have become vociferous in their allegations, 
some of them that Brazil was building these ships to sell 
to Germany, others that she was building them to sell to 
Japan. Both allegations are groundless and base. She is 
building them for herself. 

But this fact is hardly less mournful than the base fact 
would be. It is doubly melancholy in view of the time 
and the place. The time of this publicity is that im- 
mediately following the participation of Brazil and the 
other South American republics in the second Hague 
Conference, the world's first real international parliament. 
The whole purpose of the successive deliberations at The 
Hague is the supplanting of the war system of nations by 
the law system, and the clear logic of the Hague conven- 
tions prescribes the steady decrease of the machinery for 
the arbitrament of international differences by war cor- 
responding to the steady and great development of the 
machinery for their arbitrament by judicial procedure. 

BANK INFIDELITY TO THE HAGUE. 

For any nation party to the Hague conventions actually 
to increase its armament at such time, especially at such 
a time to enter upon the inauguration of an ambitious 
new naval policy in sharp contrast to its peaceful habits 
hitherto, seems rank infidelity to the first principles of 
the Hague spirit. We do not say that we, in casting 
this stone at Brazil, have no glass in our own house. 
We do not say that Great Britain and Germany have no 
trespasses to answer for. Unhappily, all three powers 
are culpable in high degree. 

But at this very time there is important intimation that 
Great Britain and Germany are negotiating for an early 
conference of the half-dozen great naval powers upon the 
limitation of armaments, for the outcome of which Brazil 
might calmly wait a little before saddling her people with 



